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Fine Gael Stan 


ARGENTINA. 
BREAKS © 
WITH AXIS 


RGEN'TINA has broken off 
A diplomatic relations with Ger- 

many and Japan, as was re- 
ported in our later edition yester- 
aay. 

An Argentine Government. state- 
ment, broadcast by the State Radio 
indicated that the decision wag bas 
on the fact that investigation had 
‘proved conclusively the existence 
in the country of a vast network of 
espionage by Axis agents.’’ 

The statement added :—‘' The 
Argentine 1s confronted with re- 
»eated acts which have already been 

ndemned by the Government and 

public opinion. The repetition 
of these acts by people and organi- 
sations helped by the German Go- 
‘ernment makes it impossible that 
hey could be the spontaneous acts 
of spies themselves. All this activity 
is obviously part-of the plan of the 
\\is Governments to consider the 
'erritory of the Argentine Republic 
is a centre of illicit activities, with 

»plete indifference towards their 

ties and respect for the Argentine 
Nepublic, and the dangers such an 
attitude could cause to a neutral 

untry. 

Every State in the new world is 
now either at war with German 
and Japan or has no relations with 
them.—(Reuter, A.P. and B.A.) 

\ Paraguay Government an- 

incement stated that an attenrpted 

olution at dawn yesterday was 
foiled. An official communiqué from 

« Paraguay Government said that 
snits of the disbanded Liberal Party 
and allied organisations tried to 
take possession of poliée head- 
quarters and barracks. 


Children’s 2 
Allowance 
For Refugees 


Mr. F. H. O'Donnell was told. 
in the Senate yesterday that three 
refugee children who were livi 
with him would qualify for children’s 
had asked the 


allowances. He 


the clause which provides 
that children, in order to qualify for 
allowances, should ordinarily be 
resident in this country. 

Mr. O'Donnell said that he had 
three refugee children living with 
him for the last five years, but they 
were oly ‘‘temporarily resident.” 

The Minister rephed that in such 
a case he thought the children 
would qualify for allowances, even 
if they were the children of. non-’ 
nationals. 

[The Minister refused to accept. 
an amendment by Mr. G. Sweetman 


s 1) 
ar 4 ut 


which would permit allowances to] 


be paid in respect of children who 


as 


. Membership 


—SENATOR MULCAHY 


EITERATION of his party s unequivocal stand 


for “weg of 


the British Cormmonwealth, 


his belief that our difhculties could best be overcome by 
the formation ofa National Government, and that the 


only means of solving partition was closer agreement, 


between all Irishmen—such was the kernel of a speech 


made 


by Senator General R. Mulcahy, after his 


unanimous election as President of Fine Gael yester- 
day, when Mr. Cosgrave retired from the office. 


Outlining his party’s international 
policy, in one of the 
speeches delivered at the Fine Gael 
Ard Fheis in the Mansion House, 
Dublin, General Mulcahy declared: 

Foreign se will be the frame- 
Work inside oí which our internal 
policies will be carried on, and may 
well have important effects on our 
economic well-being. We stand un- 
equivocally for membership of the 
British Commonwealth; we believe 
that the solution of the problem of 
Partition must be brought about b 
agreement between Irishmen, an 
that closer co-operation and consulta- 
tion between ourselves and all 
classes of people in the North, in- 
cluding the Government there, will 
be urgently needed ‘in the immediate 
future. 

We should decline to allow any 
fear of possible difficulties to inter- 
fere with our determination, General 
Mulcahy said, to také the greatest 
possible advantage of the. British 
market by means of quality, 
quantity and price. But the con- 


were boarded out a es 


Mr. Lemass said that s 
amendment would conflict with 8 
fundamental principle of the bill— 


namely, 


that kind. 

The amendment was withdrawn, 
and the remaining part of the 
Committee stage was passed. 


Egg Trade Outlook 
Brighter 


More eggs, but better prices. This 
is the paradoxical position in the 
Irish egg trade. Normally, increased 
supplies would adversely affect the 
market, but in war times, apparently, 
the laws of supply and demand do 
not follow the usual course. Through 
a misunderstanding, it was stated in 
Tuesday's issue that the price of eggs 
during the comimg months would be 
much lower than jast year, provided 
that the producers generally market 
appreciably increased quantities. 

With the onfiow of — supplies 
following the seasonal ecarcity, the 
rice of eggs on the home market 
has been falling recently, but with 
improved production there is no 
doubt that the average summer 
price this year will show an im- 
provement on last year, and next 
al 


nters average wil prove to be 
hove the present one. The export 
price of hen eggs at present permit 
ail producers, even in the most 
remote RE of the country, a rate 
of 2s. 2d. per dozen. 


qe 
J 


that there Was not to be. “ is 
any means test or investigation of : 9: 


j, and 
dition to which our agriculture has 
been reduced, the opportunities 
which lie before it, its importance 
as the foundation of our national 
policy. are all such that a revolu- 
tionary approach must be made to 
putting it again on its feet. . It is 
of vital interest to settle at once 
a possible target for agricultural 
production, including the future 
possibilities of the British market. 
The ground that we lost at Ottawa 
can be regained and made a factor 
in increasing production for the 
home market. niess it is, indus- 
trial development is bound; to be 
crippled. ‘Sie 

= Political muddling,” he  con- 
tinued, '“has contributed much to 
the damage caused to agriculture 
and industry in the past twenty 
ears, and to-day their future may 
seriéusly prejudiced by trans- 
port muddling.” 
Criticising the Government for its 
“narrow party spirit, which, he 
said, had almost degraded the name 
of party,” General Mulcahy added : 
“It is incompetent either to face 
the facts or to make any prepara- 
tion for the future. NA 
‘We have at the moment, con- 
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tinued General Mulcahy, ' over 
70,000 unemployed; the end of the 
emergency will demobilise at least 

i men from the Army; some 
thousands more from emergency 
Government -.work; a hundred 
thousand at least may return ‘from 
werk and service abroad. All these 
will ask why Ireland in peace can- 
not maintain them, while other 
countries can maintain their people 
in the waste of war. Ireland cannot 
refuse to answer that question. A 
growing social conscience and intelli- 
gence will demand that Irishmen 
and Irishwomen, old and young, 
willing and anxious to work in their 
country, shall be enabled to live 
under honourable conditions and in 
self-respect, This can only come 
trom production and trade. 

“The public mind must be cleared 
of confusion on money matters, 80 
that modern financial technique may 
be brought to bear on our problems 
with full public confidence. In this 


the public will be served by an 
examination of the interest at which 


wing the Fine Gael Ard Fheis. To his left is 
to his right Dr. T. F, O'Higgins. 


the commercial banks can be ex- 

to lend to the Government 
or housing, transport, and other 
developments, with profit for them- 
selves and savings for the taxpayer 
and public. During the emergency 
the power of the Executive and of 
individual Ministers to legislate 
without reference to the Dail has 
heen greatly increased. It should be 
a definite national policy to return 
at the earliest posisble moment to 
normal methods of government and 
the re-establishment of personal 
initiative and freedom.” 

General Mulcahy’s election, which 
was unanimous, was proposed by 
-General- 8, MacEoin, seconded by 
Mr. FitzGerald-Kenney, T.D., and 
spoken to by. Mr. Fionan Lynch, 
T.D., and Dr. T, F. O'Higgins, T.D. 

The following officers were elected : 

Vice-Presidents—General MacEoin, 
Dr. O’Higgins, Mr. J. ca yk k RR 
and Mr, D. Morrissey, T.D. 

Hon. Trustees—General Mulcahy 
and Dr. O’Higgins. 

Hon. Secretaries—Senator Michael 
Hayes and Mr. T. Linehan, T.D. ' 


MR. COSGRAVE 


There was a very large attendance 
when Mr. Cosgrave, after 35 years’ 
service to his country—ten of them 
as President of the Executive Council 
—announced his retirement from 
public life in a short speech. For 
several minutes after he had finished 
the delegates stood and cheered him, 

His successor as leader of the party 
“in the Dail, Dr. T. F. O’Higgins, 

T.D., who presided at the Ard-Fheis, 
expressed the regret they felt at, his 
retirement, from public life, and said 
that his work would be really 
appreciated and pet valued only 
when the shock of his retirement, 
made people look back from the 
upholstered chairs of the present 
upon the troubled and difficult past. 

Speaking of his confidence in the 
future, Mr. Cosgrave said that he was 
convinced that the policy of the party 
for so many years was the right one. 

“ T retire from public life confident 
in the ability of my colleagues to 
carry on the proud tradition and put 
into effect the great lessons which 
greater men than ever I could hope 
‘to be laid down for us over 20 years 
ago. The work of my colleagues 
stands the test of time. In is known 
in London, in Geneva, on the: Con- 
tinent. of Europe and the United 


made their names and have done 
honour to this country. Our ‘policy 
was . 80 aiming, as it did, at 
making the country free and pros- 
, We have not yet. attained 


B 


betw 


llins and Griffith gave 
evidence of 20 years ago. ~ 
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GENERAL R. MULCAHY. 


owed a duty to humanity in ensur- 


would be júst laws; that there would 
be fair and impartial administration 
in this country, and that every man 
might feel satisfied that he was a 
citizen of a State that was worthy 
to be free, 


tributes to those who had served 
with him ‘‘1n the hour of danger '— 
teseal Mulcahy, Kevin O'Higgins, 

r, 
McGilligan, T.D.; Fionan 
Lynch, T.D.; Mr. Roddy, Professor 
J. M. O'Sullivan, Mr. Desmond Fitz- 
gerald, Mr. J. A. Costello and Mr, 
Michael Hayes. 


TRIBUTES 


Proposing a resolution expressing 
appreciation of Mr. Cosgrave’s ser- 
vices, Senator M. Hayes said that 
Mr. Cosgrave had reared a monv- 
ment which would endure as long, 
as Irishmen lived in the country and’ 
were proud to govern themselves. 

Mr. Desmond’ Fitzgerald said that 
one of ‘the best tributes paid to Mr 
Cosgrave’s work had been extende 
by his greatest political enemy, wh 
had admitted, after securing + 
majority in this country that fa 
more than ever;he had though 
possible had been achieved throug 
the Treaty. The period before 
them was going to be a difficulp 
one, because in the last te 
years there had been a constan 
debauching of the Irish electorate 


THE FUTURE 


Mr. Fienan Lynch, T.D.,, w 
seconded, said that all who had b 
associated with Mr. Cosgrave dut- 
ing the first decade of the life of 
this State had a pride in thát 
association, and*‘in the achieve- 
ments of those years. 

A line on the future policy of the 
Fine Gael Party -was indicated | 
its new Parliamentary leader, Dr. 
T. F. O’Higgins, T.D., when | 
spoke of the crying need for a real 
national party. “The Gover, 
ment.” he said, “is the champic 
of the strong against the wea 
Powerful monopolies are crushit 
out the real Irish people. the pla 
ordinary consumers are being ¢ex- 
ploited from all sides—the effort to 
rear a family in frugal comfort is 
being cootnate by taxes, tariffs, 

quotas. ‘The right, to 


we as 


allen : 

bureaucrats. The right of parents 
and teachers to have some voice in 
Bá masc nae pe ace is chal- 

ed iti anatics. 
"7 idee. arty?” he declared, 
‘* must champion the plain people, 
someone must stand for the people's 
rights—that is the responsibility of 
the party that first championed the 
wali line of people with equal rights 
before the laws made by one 
Parliament elected by the people, 
with services functioning on behalf 
of the people. 


A CHALLENGE 


“ This great assembly,” he said, 
‘throws out a challenge to croakers 
and a warning to wreckers that the 
one great and really national party, 
which built the State, constructed 
its institutions, ‘established its ser- 
vices and laid down the principles 
of government not in the interest of 
class or section, but in the interest 
of all. is still a mighty force. 

“Mr. Cosgrave,” he said, “' first 
united the older Nationalist with the 
younger Sinn Féiner, then by fair 
administration and the soundness of 
his judgment he made Protestant 
and Catholic realise that they were 
all Irish and that Ireland belonged 
to. all. He attracted into the 
common fold eniployer and employee, 
farmer and labourer, and now he 
leaves behind him a party and 
organisation. containing all the best 
elements of the nation and best 
fitted to do justice to the nation.” 


THE PLEDGE 


The Ard Fheis tribute to Mr. Cos- 
grave was in the form of the follow- 
ing motion :— 

“The Ard Fheis, having heard 
with great regret Mr. Cosgrave’s 
decision to relinquish the Presidency 
of the Fine Gael Organisation, places 
on record its appreciation of the 
immense and fruitful services which 
he has rendered to the: Irish % le 
for more than 35 years of public life 
—a period during which he accepted 
all the dangers. of a soldier of Ireland 
and shouldered the responsibilities of 
national] leadership as President of 
the Executive Council at: a most 
critical turning point in our history. 

“In handling the complicated 

roblems of hational and | 

nance and administration, whether 
as Minister, as Head of the Govern- 
ment or as Leader of the Opposition 
he showed himself a statesman of 
fare skill and sound judgment. 

“ We pledge ourselves to bend 
ay effort to strengthen the Fine 
Gael Organisation so as to achieve 
the ideal to which Mr, Cosgrave has 
devoted hig life, and. energies—the 
creation here of an independent 
united Ireland, living in harmony 


using every 
modern resource to provide a decent 
life at home for all its citizens,” 


Bombs with Oranges 
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e Duke of Atha) has informed Mr, 
Eden that he has been instructed 
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Rejects" 
U.S. Offer 


can offer to mediate in the 
Polish dispute, it was officially 
announced last. night. “The Soviet 
reply expressed warm appreciation of 
the offer, but said that the Soviet 
Government feels that relations be- 
tween the U.8.8.R. and Poland have 
not yet ripened to a point where the 
g offices of the U.S.A. could be 
utilised. 
Soviet re was to the 
whether the good offices of 
.8.A., with a view to arrang- 
i £ for the initiation of discussions 


Rss. has rejected the Ameri- 


Concluding his address, he paid | 


rás MA a i Ata AS 
r. 


| Executive oí the 


f Continuing, Mr. 


| with its neighbours, cherishing its. 
own traditions, and using 


Following the discovery of bombs | 


in 
between the Polish and Soviet 
Governments, looking to a resump- 
‘tion of official relations between 
them, would be agreeable to the 
Soviet Government. 

Mr. Cordell Hull, United States 
Secretary of State, who made the 
announcement, did not intimate what 
further action, if any, the U.S.A. 
may take, either alone or co-operat- 
ing with Britain, who also offered 
aid in mediation. 

Britain’s. policy towards the 
Russo-Polish border question and 
similar matters was reiterated by 
Mr, Eden, Foreign Secretary. in the 
House of Commons yesterday, as 
being governed by the following 
statements, which he quoted, by the 
Prime Minister on September 3rd. 
1940 :—‘‘ We have not at any time 
since this war broke out adopted the 
line that nothing could be changed 
in the territorial structure of various 
countries, On the other hand, we do 
not propose to recognise any 
territorial changes which take place 
during the war unless they take 
place with the free consent. and good- 
will of the parties concerned.” Mr. 
Eden’s note to General Sikorski on 
July 3th, 1941, after the signing of 
the Russo-Polish agreement :—'' His 
Majesty’s Government do not 
recognise any territorial changes 
which have been effective in Poland 
since August, 1939.’’ 

At the close of its meeting in 
London yesterday the National 
Labour Party 
issued a declaration viewing with 
' grave concern the differences which 
have arisen between the Soviet 
Union and Poland,’’ and trusting 
that the good office of the U.S.A. 
and Britain will remain available 
towards bringing’ about an amicable 
settlement of the points at issue.— 
(Reuter. and P.A.) 


Spring Lamb in 
“Winter 


A spring lamb was sold on the 
Dublin market yesterday for 80 we 
This is considered exceptionally 


PREVENT BREAD 
RATIONING ~ 


HAT the country should not be 
IN @ liability on the world after 
the war, and that it should be 

able to give help to more needy 
nations, instead of looking for some- 
ti from nations that might have 
surpluses to distribute, was the view 
expressed by Mr. de Valera yester- 
day, when he urged a gathering of 
farmers in Cavan to grow. more food. 

“When the war was finished,’’ 
Mr. de Valera said, “there were 
going to be some years which, from 
certain. points of view, would be 
even more strenuous. than those 
through which we had passed. You 
can easily imagine*the continent of 
Europe when the war ends. It is 
estimated that 50,000,000 people have 
been turned out of their homes. 
These countries will not he able to 
feed themselves for a time, and the 
grain-producing countries will be ex- 
pected to sapply them.” 
_ Before the. war they had 
import a great deal of wheat, 
although it had been the policy of 
the Government for a number of 
years to try to get the farmers to 
row as much wheat as possible, 
n that they -had only partially suc. 
ceeded, but when the war started it 
became apparent that they should 
have a greatly increased acreage 
nder wheat... Last year, however, 
here was a drop of some 60,000 in 
the acreage under wheat, although 
the Government was urging t 
farmers to grow more. To meet 
requirements they must now increase 
the wheat acreage 40 per cent., 
oo the acreage from 00,000 
to 000 


de Valera 
appealed to farmers with better 
land ‘not to stop at the quota, but 
to go beyond it. They were short of 
their requirements by about 180,000 
tons of wheat, which had to be im- 
ported if they were to keep up the 
ohare supply and standard . of 
read; in fact, if they were going 
to keep off the rationing of bread. 
By importing ‘wheat, not merely 
were me risking human lives un- 
necessarily, but they were doing 
considerable economic damage to the 
country, because the wheat would 
take up shipping space required for 
raw materials needed to keep 
industries going. er 
The potato acreage would have to 
be increased by per ‘cant, to 
600,000 to meet all  require- 
ments. They needed 2,000,000 acres 
under | amd another million 
under potatoes and roots. Three 
million acres was only. 25 per cent. 
of. the arable land, compared with 
per cent, on the Continent in 
normal times. | | 


to 


- Power to Dissolve 

Agricultural Bodies 
With only. one division, the 
assed ithe Committee stage. 


in the Sénate yesterday, 
division -was 


~ 


| operating 


announcement from 


and ten divisions routed. 


The German troops on the whole 
Volkhov front: now have no rail com- 
munication with’ their main base at 
Luga, to which they must fall back 
over: open country, Reuter’s special 
correspondent states. 

,. “The same correspondent adds that 
25 German divisions on this front 
are now looking for a way out. He 
says that, while picked battalions 
are making a last stand in the 
remnants of the German Todt line, 
part of the German forces are trying 
to make their way to Luga, the 
assembly point for their only remain- 
ing withdrawal route, the railway to 
Pskov. . 

General Meretskov’s ' 
troops, striking S.-W. of Novgorod, 
are fewer than 10 miles from Shimsk, 
key to the German fortress of 
Staraya Russa, according to Reuter, 
while in the Ukraine Marshal Man- 
stein’s three-days-old counter-offen- 
sive at the approaches to the Odessa- 
Lvov railway has now all the 
violence of his original attacks. 


TANKS AT KERCH 


The German commentator, Colonel 
von Hammer, last night said that 
“the heavy fighting in the Kerch 
area has reached a new crescendo, 
the Russians employing tanks against 
the German bolt position in the town 
area in support of their rifle forma- 
tions. ”’ 

He added that five were put out 
of action. and, on the: whole, the 
Germans succeeded in warding off 
this attack . 

“On the eastern sector,’ 
Colonel von Hammer stated, 
“the Russians broke deep into 
the main German defences. They 
were intercepted, and fighting is 
still going on.” 

A later German radio message 
states that north-west of Kirovograd, 
the Russians, pm by fog—giving 
a visibility of only twenty yards— 
attacked with seven to eight divi- 
sions and 80 tanks, and were able 
to break through on high ground. 
“The lost heights were recovered in 
a subsequent attack.” . 

Savage hand-to-hand battles with 


being fought out in scattered parts 
of the Pripet Marshes, according to 
a German military spokesman, quoted 
in Stockholm despatches relayed by 
Reuter. ‘Compact Russian forces; 
along the numerous small 
versing. the 


flicted on ‘two other infantry divi 
Limerick Gas 
Works Typist 
Issued Orders 


Ts shorthand iiypist at Limerick 
1 


gas works, Miss K. Moroney; 

who also is confidential secre- 
tary to the City Manager, Mr. J. J. 
Berkery, was the principal witness 
yesterday when the sworn inquiry 
into the administration of the con- 
cern was resumed. ' 

In reply te Mr. J. McMahon, 
barrister-at-law, she defined her 
duties, which included ordering coal 
on the instructions of the City 
Manager. All information available 
about. coal and turf was made known 
to the engineer (Mr. Thomas), who 
was incorrect in complaining that he 
was not cousulted. At no time did 
she refuse to purchase turf when it 
was recommended by the engineer. 

Cross-examined {ss Ma. ee 
Liston, she said the Manager applied 
to the Minister for sanction of her 
appointment as secretary, but it was 
refused, and the Manager then 
appointed her as his confidential 
secretary. No sanction was got for 
her appointment as confidential 
secretary. . 

Miss Moroney said she was the 
only person in the gas department 
who could issue. orders, which were 
also signed by her. The City 
Manager had consultations with the 
engineer about coal purchases. 

Mr. Liston—Mr. Thomas says 
that the manager only spoke to him 
nine times from January lst to 
Septémber 30th, 1943. Do you agree 
with that? 

Im jolly, sure V have some- 
thing else to do besides watching 
how many times the manager spoke 
to the engineer. 


WROTE TO MAYOR. 


Do you remember the letter you 
wrote to Alderman O'Malley when 
he was Mayor?—Yes. 

Had you any hostility to Mr. 
Thomas when you wrote that letter? 
—No. 

. What was the object of your 
writing that letter?—There was a 
private meeting of the Corporation 
and I was told afterwards that Í 
, was discussed. vy & ; 

Was this letter merely a letter 
refuting reflections on yourself? 

Yes; I had spent more time than 
anyone else in trying to get coal, 
and I did not think it ‘very 
chivalrous” of . members of the 
a to attack me behind my 
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MOSCOW CLAIM 
A N Order of the Day, signed by Marshal Stalin, 

announcing the capture yesterday of 
-yardeisk (Gatchina) , was followed by the official 
oscow last night that 


40,000 German officers and men had been killed 
Gatchina was the Germans’ key junction and 
main stronghold south of. Leningrad. 


forward . 


bayonets and hand grenades are | 


shes, 


: 


Krasnog- 


sions. The enemy lost in killed alone 
over 40,000 officers and men; up ie 
uc 


3,000 were taken prisoner. 
booty was captured.” 

It was stated also that places were 
taken south-west and south of Gat- 
china, west and north-west of Tosno, 
north-west, west, and south-west of 
Novgorod, while counter-attacks were 
beaten off east’ of Vinnitsa. 144 tanks 


: | Ag ee 

German Ships 
á : 
With Parachute 
_ s ] 

Projectiles 

Coastal’ Command. Beaufighters 
which attacked German shipping off 
the Norwegian coast yesterday 
scored hits on a | medium-sized 
merchant vessel, on two small 
merchantmen, and on. two’ escort 
ships, states the British Air 
Ministry News Service. he 
medium-sizéd mwvrchant vessel and 
one escort. ship» were left on fire, 
and in another escort ship there 
was an explosion, RY 

The Beaufighters, which included 
aircraft from a R.C.A.F. squadron, 
in. pressing .hóme . their attack. 
against heavy fire from the convoy 
as well ás Írom shore batteries, 
found that the: German ships were 
using parachute projectiles against 
them—a type of armament not 

reviously experienced by. Coastal 

ommand squadrons operating off 
* Norway. ko bos 

The projectile, which opened: out 
in the air, had a canister attached 


iby cable to a parachute. . 
One Beaufighter is missing from 
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were destroyed. 


| the operation. 
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FIRST ACTIONS IN NEW 
BATTLE ZONE IN ITALY 


F ANNING out from the Nettuno bridgeheads.in Italy, Allied 


forces are now fighting thei 


r first actions in the real battle 


for Rome, Reuter’s Special Correspondent cables. 


Although still described as 
“light,” German resistance appears 
to indicate that Marshal Kesselring 
is rushing his mobile forces to the 
new battle zone. . : 

Already British and American 
forces, pressing forward, are vir- 
tually certain to be astride both 
the railroad to the south and the 
Appian Way. 

' Allied armour is well beyond the 
Mussolini Canal. 

Air squadrons continue to coment 
the ground forces on a tremendous 
scale, Reuter’s correspondent states, 
protecting the beach-head and 
smashing road and rail junctions to 
slow the switching of German rein- 
forcements to the threatened zone. 

Despite unfavourable - weather, 
fighters on Tuesday flew.1,000 sorties 
over the beach-head. They en- 
countered also one of the heaviest 
— yet put in by the Luft- 

‘Some 30 German fighters and 

-bombers: made 3 = Re ag 


Germans flew ies o 
the beach, but Allied fighters broke 
up the attack. 3 

«Sinee the lahding began on Satur- 
day Allied fighter pilots protecting. 
the shipping — which set off from 
Naples—have maintained a 2 to l 
victory over. the. Germans, shooting 
down 56 Luftwaffe machines for the 


‘loss of 26. 


Allied medium and light bombers 
cqncentrating on communications 
between Rome and the Fifth Army 
front and between Rome and the 
breachhead, bombed the important 
road junction at Velletri linking the 
Appian Way with the Via Casilina 
railway yards at Ceprano (N.W. of 
Cassino) and another road junction 
at. Afpino, on an inland route from 
Cassino. Hits were scored in the 
middle of the Ceprano junction. 


ACROSS RAPIDO 


On the main Fifth Army front the 
recrossing of the Rapido river above 
Cassino by American patrols may 
indicate a weakening of the Gustav 
Line defences. The Américans are 
advancing through minefields and 
there are indications that they are 
across the river in force. There is 
no official news yet that Cassino. 
itself has fallen, or been abandoned 
by: the Germans, but such a move 


There is a quality. 
of restraint about 
a Menswear 

Suit that lends 
unobtrusive 
distinction. The 
eut and fit are 
irreproachable, 
the selection of 


would” harmonise with previous 
German tactics of delivering smash- 
ing blows to cover up a withdrawal, 

The Germans are still fighting 
desperately all along this line, but 
the French, who were driven from 
the 3,000 ft. Mount Croce on 
Monday, have retaken the height, 
and are advancing south of the 
mountains. 

Storming the most heavily 
defended positions on the Garigliano 
front British troops have made a 
number of' advances, most important 
being the capture of Mount Ceracoli, 
a ft. continuation of the 
Damiano Ridge, two miles west of 
Castelforte. 

German Radio last night stated 
that Allied.tanks are in action in 
the bridgehead south of Rome. 

According to a C.B.S. . correspon- 
dent, Lieutenant-General Jacob 
Devers, Deputy: Supreme Com- 
mander in the Mediterranean, met 
correspondents at Fifth:' Army Head- 

uarters yemercey and said: “ The 

ermans expécted us to make a shot 
aid “ton; bat nm making | 
jump to Anzio we outsmarted them. 

have just’returned from the Anzio 
beachhead.. Our troops are — 
into more and more opposition, an 
from the air the enemy is blasting 
our supply “lines over the beaches 
with its the strength he can 
muster.’ i 

General Clark paid another visit 
to the. Allied: beachhead south of 
Rome, and conferred with all his 
commanders in the area. He said he 
was extremely pleased with the 

rogress being. made in forcing the 

ermans back towards the capital.— 
(Reuter. ) 


Sir John Dill in 
Burning Plane 


Field-Marshal Sir John Dill, 
British Military member of the Joint 
Staff Mission.in Washington, and 
Lady Dill escaped injury yesterday 
when one engine of a twin-engined 
R.A.F. bomber in which they were 
travelling caught fire, a Reuter tele- 
gram from Toronto stated last 
night. j 

The incident, occurred as the air- 
craft taxied to a halt at Malton 
Airporé: Flames shot high in the 
air before the fire was extinguished 
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by the ground crew. 
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